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2 May 1947
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIHECTOR, CIG

Subjecty Attached Memorandum -~ Background of
Central Intelligence -

1. It would appear to be probable that mexbers of
Congress oalled upon to consider legislation relating to
central intelligence are unlikely to have any but the
fogglest of notions concerning its philosophy or raison
dtetre. It seemed to me possible that you might consider
favorably the possaibility of having pressnted to them
officlally scme doocument which would provide them with =&
background against which specific verbal testlimony would
take on greater mem ing. Such a document might also obviate
the excessively elementary type of question which lg# 30 2pt
to delay the progress ol Congreaslonal hearlings.

‘2, In golng over the files of possibly useful docu-
ments I came across a memorandum prepared by the 3trategle
Services Unit for the ar Department committee of ingulry

- headed by Asslstant Secretary Lovett. Qne part of this

memorandum, with which I em particularly famllliar because
1 wrote 1t at the direction of General Magruder, seemed
particularly well adapted for the desired use. . I have
reviaed. it somswhat, eliminating certain toc technical
parts and expanding others which might be ambiguous. The
result is attached for your consideration. ,

3. It is my bellef that this document san be given
& clasasification of "Confidentlial™ sinece 1ts contents are
quite general. The original paper was classified "Secrat”®
but 1% contained much more speciflec informatlon than does
the attachment, and 1t was written at s time when central

k5 intelligence was as yet a future development in Tact.
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